Bradford Live is the £22m transformation of a huge
derelict cinema in the centre of Bradford into a 4000
capacity live entertainment and events venue.
The venue opened in 1930 as the New
Victoria, and was the biggest cinevariety theatre outside London
and the first in the UK to be
purpose-built for screening
‘talkies’.
The original 3500-seat
auditorium doubled up
as a concert hall, hosting
the likes of the Beatles, the
Rolling Stones and Tom Jones
when renamed as the Gaumont,
before being split up into a two screen cinema and a
1000 seat bingo hall in 1969. The cinema’s art deco
ballroom became a third screen in 1988.
The Odeon closed its doors in 2000 and has been
empty ever since. It fell into disrepair and was added
to the Theatres at Risk register in 2008.
Yorkshire Forward bought the building for £2m
in 2003, but a plan to demolish and replace it
with offices were scrapped when the regional
development agency itself was abolished in 2012.

The Birmingham-based NEC Group, who are investing
£2m into the conversion works, will operate the
building, bringing their expertise in live events,
conferencing and catering to Bradford. The Group
has made a 30-year commitment to attracting music,
comedy, family entertainment and many other live
events to the region, with plans for over 200 events
annually.
The rejuvenation of Bradford Live will join the
Alhambra Theatre, St.George’s Hall and the National
Science and Media Museum in forming a unique
backdrop of cultural venues arranged around the
Mirror Pool and fountains of City Park, the UK’s largest
urban water feature. Its midsize capacity of 4000
– on a par with the Eventim [Hammersmith] Apollo
– is the sweet spot of the industry and is likely to
attract the full range of the top performers which will
transform Bradford’s evening economy.
Recently stud walls and a false ceiling have been
stripped away to reveal some of the art deco features
for the first time in 20 years. These decorations from
the building’s birth in the 1930s, where possible, will
be protected.
Work to reinstate the huge auditorium by dismantling
the 1960s cinema and bingo hall partitions is well
underway, with the main construction contract is
expected to begin at the end of 2019, paving the way
for a grand re-opening in the 2020/21 season.

Ownership of the Odeon was transferred to the
Homes and Communities Agency who in turn handed
it over to Bradford Council for £1 in 2013.
In 2014 the council approved a plan by Bradford Live,
a not-for-profit distribution social enterprise, led by
local business people, to create a live music venue
after inviting developers to submit commercially
viable ideas for the building.
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